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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
MULTICAST TRAFFIC FAILOVER IN A
NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a Continuation of and claims
priority to and the benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/721,887, filed May 26, 2015 and entitled, “METHODS
AND APPARATUS FOR MULTICAST TRAFFIC
FAILOVER IN A NETWORK,” which in turn is a Continu-
ation of and claims priority to and the benefit of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/627,061, filed Sep. 26, 2012 and
entitled “METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR MULTI-
CAST TRAFFIC FAILOVER IN A NETWORK.” The
entire contents of the aforementioned applications are herein
expressly incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

Some embodiments described herein relate generally to
networks used for multicasting traffic, and, in particular, to
methods and apparatus for enabling a quick multicast traffic
failover in a network.

Some known networks used for multicasting traffic
include switches enabled with a snooping mechanism (e.g.,
Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP)-snooping,
Multicast Listener Discovery (MLD)-snooping) and a net-
work protocol (e.g., the Spanning Tree Protocol (STP))
defining a topology for the network. Such a switch typically
has a port designated as a multicast-router interface for
forwarding multicast traffic to a multicast router (e.g., by
IGMP-snooping or MLD-snooping). When the topology
changes, the port may not function as a multicast-router
interface anymore, thus another port of the switch is desig-
nated as a new multicast-router interface. The new multi-
cast-router interface, however, typically is not immediately
designated in the snooping mechanism after the change of
the topology. As a result, a loss of multicast data can be
caused to the receivers that are receiving data through the
multicast router from the switch.

Accordingly, a need exists for a solution that can enable
improved failover in the topology of the network such that
the loss of multicast data can be reduced in case of a change
of a multicast-router interface.

SUMMARY

An apparatus includes an access switch having a set of
ports and configured to be operatively coupled to a multicast
router via a first port from the set of ports. The access switch
is configured to be associated with a network associated with
the multicast router, and designate the first port as a multi-
cast-router interface during a time period. The access switch
is configured to send a message to the multicast router via
each port from the set of ports in response to an indication
of a change in a topology of the network after the time
period. The access switch is configured to designate a
second port from the set of ports as the multicast-router
interface and dedesignate the first port as the multicast-
router interface in response to receiving, via the second port
and in response to the message, a signal from the multicast
router.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a network including
switches, multicast routers and other devices, according to
an embodiment.
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FIG. 2 is a system block diagram of an access switch,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for determining
a multicast-router interface at a network device, according to
an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method for changing
data path for forwarding multicast data in response to a
topology change in a network, according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In some embodiments, an apparatus includes an access
switch having a set of ports. The access switch is configured
to be operatively coupled to a multicast router via a data path
including a first port from the set of ports. The access switch
is configured to be associated with a network associated with
the multicast router. The access switch is configured to
designate the first port as a multicast-router interface during
a time period.

The access switch is configured to send a message to the
multicast router via each port from the set of ports in
response to an indication of a change in a topology of the
network after the time period followed by a local topology
convergence. In some embodiments, the message can be an
Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP) group-spe-
cific query, or a Multicast Listener Discovery (MLD) query.
In some embodiments, the message can be sent and/or
flooded multiple times (e.g., 2-3 times) such that the mes-
sage reaches each device in the topology at least once based
on a complete topology convergence. In some embodiments,
the access switch can be configured to receive or generate
the indication of the change in the topology in response to
a Spanning Tree Protocol (STP) convergence. Such an
indication of the change can be, for example, an STP
Topology Change Notification (TCN). Furthermore, in such
embodiments, the access switch can be configured to send
the message to the multicast router via each port from the set
of ports based on each port from the set of ports being in an
STP forward (FWD) state after the topology converges.

The access switch is also configured to designate a second
port from the set of ports as the multicast-router interface
and dedesignate the first port as the multicast-router inter-
face in response to receiving, via the second port and in
response to the message, a signal from the multicast router.

As used herein, a module can be, for example, any
assembly and/or set of operatively-coupled electrical com-
ponents, and can include, for example, a memory, a proces-
sor, electrical traces, optical connectors, software (stored in
and/or executing in hardware) and/or the like.

As used herein, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the”
include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates
otherwise. Thus, for example, the term “a distribution
switch” is intended to mean a single distribution switch or a
combination of distribution switching devices.

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a network 100
including switches, multicast routers and other devices,
according to an embodiment. The network 100 includes a
multicast source 140, an access switch 130, distribution
switches 120, 150, 170, multicast routers 110, 160, Internet
Protocol (IP) domains 115, 165, and receivers 117, 167. In
some embodiments, the network 100 can include more or
less devices than those shown in FIG. 1. For example, the
network 100 can include multiple access switches, each of
which is coupled to one or more multiple multicast sources.
For another example, the network 100 can have any number
of distribution switches, multicast routers, receivers, or any
other type of devices operatively coupled to the multicast
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source 140 and the access switch 130. The network 100 can
be any network that enables data (e.g., data packets, data
cells) to be sent through, routed, switched, and/or forwarded
within the network. Particularly, the network 100 can be any
network where multicast data traffic originated at a multicast
source (e.g., the multicast source 140) can be sent, via
multicasting, to multiple receivers (e.g., the receivers 117,
167). In some embodiments, the network 100 can be, for
example, a virtual local area network (VLAN), an enterprise
network, a switched local area network (LAN), the Internet,
or any other type of switched network or combination of
various types of switched networks.

In some embodiments, the devices in the network 100 can
be directly or operatively coupled to the remaining devices
in the network 100 using any suitable connection such as, for
example, an optical connection (e.g., an optical cable and
optical connectors), an electrical connection (e.g., an elec-
trical cable and electrical connectors), a wireless connection
(e.g., a wireless transceiver), and/or the like. Thus, a device
in the network 100 (e.g., the multicast source 140) can be
configured to send data (e.g., multicast data packets) to or
receive data from another device (e.g., the receivers 117,
167) in the network 100. In some embodiments, data can be
transmitted within the network 100 over different types of
links (e.g., electrical links, optical links, wireless links)
based on one or more protocols (e.g., an Ethernet protocol,
a multi-protocol label switching (MPLS) protocol, a Fibre
Channel protocol, a Fibre-Channel-over Ethernet protocol,
an infiniband-related protocol, a cell-based protocol, etc.).

In some embodiments, a connection between two devices
(e.g., the multicast source 140 and the access switch 130) in
the network 100 can be a direct link. Such a connection can
be said to be a single physical hop link. In other embodi-
ments, two devices (e.g., the multicast source 140 and the
receiver 117, 167) in the network 100 can be operatively
coupled through one or more intervening nodes (e.g., the
access switch 130, the distribution switch 120, 150, 170, the
multicast router 110, 160, the IP domain 115, 165). Such a
connection can be said to be a multiple physical hop link.

In some embodiments, the network 100 can be used to
transmit multicast data from, for example, a multicast source
(e.g., the multicast source 140) to, for example, multiple
receiving devices (e.g., the receivers 117 and 167). As
shown in FIG. 1, the multicast source 140 can be configured
to originate multicast data destined to the receiver 117 and
167. The multicast source 140 can then be configured to send
the multicast data, through the access switch 130, the
distribution switch 120, the multicast router 110 and the IP
domain 115, to the receiver 117. Similarly, the multicast
source 140 can be configured to send the same multicast
data, through the access switch 130, the distribution 150
and/or the distribution 170, the multicast router 160 and the
IP domain 165, to the receiver 167.

The multicast source 140 can be any device that can
originate multicast data destined to a receiver (e.g., the
receiver 117, 167) or any other receiving device in or out of
the network 100. The multicast source 140 can be, for
example, a host device, a peripheral processing device, a
server device, a storage device, a workstation, and/or the
like. In some embodiments, the multicast source 140 can
also receive data, for example, sent from a receiver. Accord-
ingly, the multicast source 140 can send data (e.g., multicast
data) to and receive data from the receivers 117, 167 via the
access switch 130. In some embodiments, the multicast
source 140 can also send data to and/or receive data from
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other devices (shown or not shown in FIG. 1) operatively
coupled to the multicast source 140, via or not via the access
switch 130.

As shown in FIG. 1, after the multicast source 140
generates some multicast data destined to the receiver 117
and/or the receiver 167, the multicast source 140 can be
configured to send the multicast data to the access switch
130. The access switch 130 can be any switching device
configured to switch data (e.g., data packets) that is received
from an originating device (e.g., the multicast source 140)
and destined to one or more destination devices (e.g., the
receiver 117 and/or 167). Thus, the access switch 130 can
provide a device (e.g., the multicast source 140) an access to
the remaining devices of the network 100. In some embodi-
ments, the access switch 130 can be configured to switch
multicast data received from the multicast source 140 and
destined to the receivers 117 and 167, as described in detail
herein. In such embodiments, the access switch 130 can be
configured to transmit (multicast) data received from the
multicast source 140 to the distribution switch 120, 150,
and/or 170, and similarly, transmit data received from the
distribution switch 120, 150, and/or 170 to the multicast
source 140.

In some embodiments, the access switch 130 can be a
switching device (e.g., a repeater, a hub, a layer-2 switch, a
bridge router (brouter), a layer-3 switch, etc.) at an access
layer (in a hierarchical internetworking model including an
access layer, a distribution layer, and a core layer) of a
network. In some embodiments, the access switch 130 can
be a combination of hardware modules and software mod-
ules (stored in memory and/or executing in hardware). In
some embodiments, for example, the access switch 130 can
include a field-programmable gate array (FPGA), an appli-
cation specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a digital signal
processor (DSP) and/or the like. Details of the inner struc-
ture of an access switch are shown and described with
respect to FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 1, the multicast data originated from the
multicast source 140 can be sent from the access switch 130
to the distribution switch 120, 150, and/or 170. The distri-
bution switches 120, 150, 170 can be any device that can be
used to distribute data within a network. In some embodi-
ments, the distribution switch 120, 150 or 170 can be a
switching device (e.g., a bridge, a bridge router (brouter), a
layer-3 switch, etc.) at a distribution layer (in the three-layer
hierarchical internetworking model) of a network. Specifi-
cally, the distribution switch 120, 150 or 170 can be used to
couple the multicast source 140 and the access switch 130 to
the IP domain 115 or the IP domain 165. Similarly stated, the
distribution switches 120, 150 and 170 can be configured to
transmit data received from the access switch 130 to the
multicast router 110 or 160, and transmit data received from
the multicast router 110 or 160 to the access switch 130.

Similar to the access switch 130, the distribution switch
120, 150 or 170 can be a combination of hardware modules
and software modules (stored in memory and/or executing in
hardware). In some embodiments, each access switch or
distribution switch in the network 100 can be an assembly of
electronic components and circuitry. In some embodiments,
for example, each access switch or distribution switch can
include a FPGA, an ASIC, a DSP and/or the like. In some
other embodiments, multiple access switches and/or distri-
bution switches can be contained on a single ASIC or a
single chip package. In still other embodiments, each access
switch or distribution switch can be an assembly of discrete
electrical components. Additionally, in some embodiments,
the access switch 130 and the distribution switches 120, 150
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and 170 can be switching devices used within layer 2 (i.e.,
the data link layer) of the seven-layer Open Systems Inter-
connection (OSI) model of computer networking (or equiva-
lently, the link layer of the Transmission Control Protocol
(TCP)/Internet Protocol (IP) reference model).

As shown in FIG. 1, the multicast data originated from the
multicast source 140 can be sent from the distribution switch
120, 150, and/or 170 to the receiver 117 and/or 167 via the
multicast router 110 and/or 160, and the IP domain 115
and/or 165. The multicast router 110 or 160 can be any type
of routing device that can determine the routing or distri-
bution of received data (e.g., multicast data) and forward the
data toward the intended destination accordingly. The IP
domain 115 or 165 can represent an IP subnet associated
with a specific domain within the network 100. In some
embodiments, the IP domain 115 or 165 can include multiple
devices, each of which has an IP address within the IP subnet
associated with the corresponding IP domain. The devices
included in the IP domain 115 or 165 can be, for example,
server devices, storage devices, compute devices, switching
devices, peripheral processing devices, etc.

In some embodiments, the IP domain 115 or 165 can be
an IP domain different from the IP domain that includes the
multicast source 140, the access switch 130, and the distri-
bution switches 120, 150, 170. Thus, the multicast router 110
can be situated at the boundary of the IP domain 115 and the
1P domain including the multicast source 140, and similarly,
the multicast router 160 can be situated at the boundary of
the IP domain 165 and the IP domain including the multicast
source 140. In such embodiments, the multicast router 110
or 160 can (operatively) couple devices in two different IP
subnets, and route data between the devices within the
different IP subnets. The multicast router 110 or 160 can be
a switching and/or routing device used within layer 3 (i.e.,
the network layer) of the OSI model of computer networking
(or equivalently, the Internet layer of the TCP/IP reference
model).

In some embodiments, the multicast router 110 or 160 can
be configured to receive multicast data packets originated
from the multicast source 140 and destined to the receiver
117 and/or 167. Based on information contained in the
received multicast data packets, the multicast router 110 or
160 can be configured to route the received multicast data
packets to a device (e.g., a distribution switch, an access
switch) within the IP domain 115 or 160, from which the
multicast data packets can be further forwarded to the
receiver 117 and/or 167.

For example, the multicast router 110 can receive, via the
access switch 130 and the distribution switch 120, multicast
data packets destined to the receiver 117 and originated from
the multicast source 140, which is within an IP subnet.
Based on the received multicast data packets, the multicast
router 110 can be configured to route the received multicast
data packets to the receiver 117 through the IP domain 115,
which represents a different IP subnet from the IP subnet that
includes the multicast source 140.

For another example, the multicast router 160 can receive,
via the access switch 130 and the distribution switch 150 or
the distribution switch 170, multicast data packets destined
to the receiver 167 and originated from the multicast source
140. Based on the received multicast data packets, the
multicast router 160 can be configured to route the received
multicast data packets to the receiver 167 through the IP
domain 165, which represents a different IP subnet from the
IP subnet that includes the multicast source 140.

The receiver 117 or 167 can be any device that can act as
a designated destination of multicast data (e.g., originated at
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the multicast source 140), and can receive multicast data.
Similar to the multicast source 140, the receiver 117 or 167
can be, for example, a host device, a peripheral processing
device, a server device, a storage device, a workstation,
and/or the like. As shown in FIG. 1, the receiver 117 can
receive multicast data sent from the multicast source 140 via
the access switch 130, the distribution switch 120, the
multicast router 110 and one or more devices within the IP
domain 115. Similarly, the receiver 167 can receive multi-
cast data sent from the multicast source 140 via the access
switch 130, the distribution switch 150 and/or the distribu-
tion switch 170, the multicast router 160 and one or more
devices within the IP domain 165. In some embodiments, the
receiver 117 or 167 can be included in the IP domain 115 or
165, respectively. In some embodiments, the receiver 117 or
167 can be directly coupled to the multicast router 110 or
160, respectively.

In some embodiments, more or less devices than those
shown in FIG. 1 can be situated between a multicast source
and a receiver. For example, more than one distribution
switch, multicast router, and/or IP domain can be included in
a data path that connects a multicast source and a receiver
within the network 100. For another example, a multicast
source can be coupled to a receiver, which is in the same IP
subnet with the multicast source, via an access switch and a
distribution switch. In such an example, the data path
connecting the multicast source and the receiver does not
need to include a multicast router or any device associated
with another IP subnet.

In some embodiments, the access switch 130 can include
multiple ports through which the access switch 130 can
transmit data to and/or receive data from other devices. As
shown in FIG. 1, the access switch 130 includes a port
connected to a port of the multicast source 140; a port 134A
connected to a port 154A of the distribution switch 150; a
port 134B connected to a port 174A of the distribution
switch 170; and ports 132A, 132B connected to ports 122A,
122B, respectively, of the distribution switch 120. Thus, the
access switch 130 can be configured to communicate with
other devices (e.g., the receivers 117, 167) over multiple
data paths. Similarly stated, multiple data paths exist, within
the network 100, between the access switch 130 and some
other devices such as the receivers 117 and 167. As a result,
the access switch 130 can be configured to transmit multi-
cast data received from the multicast source 140 to the
receivers 117, 167, and/or other receiving devices. For
example, to send a multicast data packet destined to the
receiver 117 and the receiver 167, the access switch 130 can
be configured to send a copy of the multicast data packet to
the distribution switch 120 via the port 132A (i.e., to the port
122A of the distribution switch 120) or via the port 132B
(i.e., to the port 122B of the distribution switch 120).
Similarly, the access switch 130 can be configured to send
another copy of the multicast data packet to the distribution
switch 150 via the port 134A, or to the distribution switch
170 via the port 134B.

In some embodiments, a network protocol can be used to
discover and/or ensure a loop-free topology for a switched
network (e.g., a LAN, a VLAN). Such a network protocol
can be, for example, the spanning tree protocol (STP), Rapid
STP (RSTP), the VLAN STP (VSTP), the multiple STP
(MSTP), etc. In the example of FIG. 1, the STP can be
implemented to ensure a loop-free topology for the network
100, such that the multicast source 140 can be coupled to
other devices (e.g., the multicast routers 110, 160) via one or
more loop-free data paths. For example, the multicast source
140 can be coupled to the multicast router 110 via a
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loop-free data path including the access switch 130 and the
distribution switch 120. For another example, the multicast
source 140 can be coupled to the multicast router 160 via
two loop-free data paths: one path including the access
switch 130 and the distribution switch 150 and the other path
including the access switch 130 and the distribution switch
170.

In some embodiments, an access switch (e.g., the access
switch 130) configured to support the STP in a switched
network (e.g., the network 100) can be referred to as an
STP-enabled access switch. A port (e.g., the port 134A) of
an STP-enabled access switch can be determined as a root
port or a designated port of that access switch, which is
associated with a root bridge, a multicast router (e.g., the
multicast router 110, 160) and/or destination device(s) (e.g.,
the receiver 117, 167) within the switched network. The
multicast router can be coupled to the access switch directly
or indirectly. The destination device can be any device
within the switched network that can function as a destina-
tion and receive data (e.g., multicast data) from, for
example, a multicast source (e.g., the multicast source 140).

In the example of FIG. 1, the multicast routers 110, 160
can be coupled to the access switch 130 indirectly. The
receivers 117 and 167 can be two destination devices that are
enabled to function as a destination and receive data from
the multicast source 140. In some embodiments, when data
transmission is between a multicast source and a destination
device within an IP domain that is different from the IP
domain including the multicast source, the multicast router
connecting the two IP domains can be considered as the
destination device in determining a multicast-router inter-
face at the access switch associated with the multicast router.
For example, for data transmissions between the multicast
source 140 and destination devices within or coupled to the
IP domain 165 (e.g., the receiver 167), the multicast router
160 can be considered as the destination device in deter-
mining a multicast-router interface at the access switch 130.
In some embodiments, a multicast-router interface can be
referred to as an M-router port.

Furthermore, in the example of FIG. 1, the STP can be run
on devices in the network 100, where the multicast router
160 can be used as the root bridge for the spanning tree. At
the convergence of such an STP, the port 134 A of the access
switch 130, the port 154A of the distribution switch 150, the
link between the port 134A and the port 154 A, the distri-
bution switch 150, as well as the link between the distribu-
tion switch 150 and the multicast router 160 are included in
a data path connecting the multicast source 140 and the
destination device(s) included in or coupled to the IP domain
165 (e.g., the receiver 167). Thus, the port 134A can be
determined as the multicast-router interface at the access
switch associated with the multicast router 160. Meanwhile,
the port 134A can also be a root port at the access switch 130
associated with the multicast router 160 (as the root bridge).

Similarly, at the convergence of the STP rooted at the
multicast router 160, the port 132 A of the access switch 130,
the port 122A of the distribution switch 120, the link
between the port 132A and the port 122A, the distribution
switch 120, as well as the link between the distribution
switch 120 and the multicast router 110 are included in a
data path connecting the multicast source 140 and the
destination device(s) included in or coupled to the IP domain
115 (e.g., the receiver 117). Thus, the port 132A can be
determined as the multicast-router interface at the access
switch 130 associated with the multicast router 110. Mean-
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while, the port 132A can also be a designated port at the
access switch 130 associated with the multicast router 160
(as the root bridge).

In some embodiments, a port of an access switch directly
or indirectly coupled to a multicast router can be designated
as an alternate port of that access switch associated with that
multicast router. Such an alternate port can be included in a
data path connecting the access switch with the multicast
router, which, in some embodiments, can be different than
the data path including the root port or designated port of the
access switch associated with that multicast router.

In the example in FIG. 1, the multicast source 140 can be
operatively coupled to the IP domain 165 via a data path
(determined by running the STP rooted at the multicast
router 160) including the link between the access switch 130
and the distribution switch 150 via the port 134 A (as the root
port at the access switch 130) of the access switch 130 and
the port 154 A of the distribution switch 150. Alternatively,
the multicast source 140 can be operatively coupled to the IP
domain 165 via a different data path including the link
between the access switch 130 and the distribution switch
170 via the port 134B of the access switch 130 and the port
174 A of the distribution switch 170. Thus, the port 134A can
be designated as the multicast-router interface at the access
switch 130 associated with the multicast router 160, as well
as a root port at the access switch 130 with respect to the
STP root bridge (i.e., the multicast router 160). On the other
hand, the port 134B of the access switch 130 can be
designated as an alternate port at the access switch 130
associated with the multicast router 160.

Similarly, the multicast source 140 can be operatively
coupled to the IP domain 115 via a data path (determined by
running the STP rooted at the multicast router 160) including
the link between the access switch 130 and the distribution
switch 120 via the port 132A (as the designated port at the
access switch 130) of the access switch 130 and the port
122A of the distribution 120. Alternatively, the multicast
source 140 can be operatively coupled to the IP domain 115
via a different data path including the link between the
access switch 130 and the distribution switch 120 via the
port 132B of the access switch 130 and the port 122B of the
distribution switch 120. Thus, the port 132A can be desig-
nated as the multicast-router interface at the access switch
130 associated with the multicast router 110, as well as a
designated port at the access switch 130 with respect to the
STP root bridge (i.e., the multicast router 160). On the other
hand, the port 132B of the access switch 130 can be
designated as a designated port at the access switch 130
associated with the multicast router 110 and coupled to the
alternate port 122B of distribution switch 120.

In some embodiments, a snooping mechanism can be
implemented to control multicast data traffic at, for example,
an access switch in a switched network (e.g., a LAN
switched network, a VLAN switched network). Such a
snooping mechanism can be, for example, IGMP snooping,
MLD snooping or any other suitable snooping mechanism.
In the case of IGMP/MLD snooping, the access switch is an
IGMP/MLD-snooping-enabled access switch. With IGMP/
MLD snooping enabled on the switched network, the access
switch can be configured to monitor the IGMP/MLD trans-
missions between a host device (e.g., a multicast source) and
a multicast router. In the monitoring process, the access
switch can be configured to keep track of multicast-related
messages and/or reports that are transmitted within a mul-
ticast group (e.g., a multicast source and a set of multicast
receivers that are connected through the access switch).
Specifically, the access switch can be configured to monitor
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some of the specific IGMP/MLD reports, PIM (Protocol
Independent Multicast) messages and/or IGMP query mes-
sages sent by the multicast router(s). The access switch can
also be configured to monitor the ports of the access switch
that are member ports associated with the multicast groups
and ports on which PIM messages, IGMP query messages,
and/or specific IGMP/MLD reports are received. As a result,
the access switch can be configured to use the recorded
information to make intelligent decisions on which interface
(or equivalently, port) of the access switch to forward the
multicast data towards a destined multicast router or multi-
cast receiver. The access switch can then be configured to
forward the multicast data traffic towards the destined mul-
ticast router or multicast receiver via the intended interface
of the access switch accordingly. In some embodiments,
such an intended interface, on which a PIM message, a
IGMP query message and/or a specific IGMP/MLD report
sent by a multicast router is received, can be defined as a
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router.

In some embodiments, a port of an IGMP/MLD-snoop-
ing-enabled access switch can be made a multicast-router
interface associated with a given multicast router if an IGMP
report associated with a specific multicast address (an 1Pv4
address, e.g., 224.0.0.4, 224.0.0.13, 224.0.0.22, etc.), a
MLD report associated with a specific multicast address (an
1Pv6 address, e.g., FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:4, FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:D,
FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:16, etc.), and/or a PIM or IGMP query
message sent from that multicast router is received at that
port. In other embodiments, alternatively, other suitable
mechanisms can be used to determine a multicast-router
interface, which is associated with a given multicast router,
at an IGMP/MLD-snooping-enabled access switch. Regard-
less of the mechanism used to determine a multicast-router
interface, the multicast-router interface at an access switch
is a port of that access switch that is connected directly or
indirectly to the associated multicast router. Furthermore, as
a result of a multicast-router interface associated with a
multicast router being determined at an access switch,
multicast data sent by a multicast source (e.g., a host, a
server, etc.) and destined to multicast receivers associated
with the multicast router can be forwarded at the access
switch over that multicast-router interface. Additionally, as
described herein, in response to receiving the multicast data,
which is originated at the multicast source attached directly
to a LAN/VLAN and switched at the access switch, the
multicast router can route the received multicast data to
multicast receivers present in a different IP subnet outside
the LAN/VLAN.

In the example of FIG. 1, the access switch 130 can be
enabled with IGMP-snooping or MLD-snooping capability.
Thus, IGMP snooping or MLD snooping can be imple-
mented at the access switch 130 such that the multicast data
traffic going through the access switch 130 (e.g., from the
multicast source 140 to the receivers 117, 167) can be
controlled appropriately at the access switch 130. Specifi-
cally, with IGMP snooping or MLD snooping enabled on the
network 100, the access switch 130 can be configured to
monitor the IGMP/MLD and PIM transmissions, and to
allow multicast data transmissions, between the multicast
source 140 and the multicast routers 110, 160 and the
multicast receivers in the same VLAN and/or in a different
subnet. In the monitoring process, the access switch 130 can
be configured to monitor the multicast-router interfaces at
the access switch 130, as well as the ports of the access
switch 130 that are member ports associated with the
multicast groups including the multicast receivers. As a
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result, the access switch 130 can be configured to determine
that multicast data sent by the multicast source 140 and
towards the multicast router 110 should be forwarded via the
port 132A, and multicast data sent by the multicast source
140 and towards the multicast router 160 should be for-
warded via the port 134 A. That is, the port 132A is made the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110, and the port 134A is made the multicast-router
interface associated with the multicast router 160. Thus, the
access switch 130 can be configured to forward the multicast
data traffic to the multicast routers 110 and 160 via the ports
132A and 134A, respectively.

In some embodiments, the ports 132A and 134A of the
access switch 130 can be made the multicast-router inter-
faces associated with the multicast routers 110 and 160,
respectively, in response to PIM messages and/or IGMP
messages sent from the corresponding multicast routers
being received at those ports. As a result of the port 132A
and 134A being made the multicast-router interfaces asso-
ciated with the multicast routers 110 and 160, multicast data
sent by the multicast source 140 and towards the multicast
router 110 and 160 can be forwarded at the access switch
130 over the port 132A to the port 122A of the distribution
switch 120, and over the port 134 A to the port 154 A of the
distribution switch 150, respectively. Additionally, in
response to receiving the multicast data originated at the
multicast source 140 and switched at the access switch 130,
the multicast router 110 or 160 can route the received
multicast data to the receiver 117 or 167 present in (or
coupled to) the IP domain 115 or 165, respectively, which
can be a different IP subnet outside the IP subnet that
includes the multicast source 140.

In some embodiments, for an access switch that is STP-
enabled and IGMP/MLD-snooping-enabled, a root port or
designated port of a spanning tree protocol (e.g., STP, RSTP,
VSTP, MSTP, etc.) and a multicast-router interface associ-
ated with a given multicast router can be the same port of the
access switch. In the example of FIG. 1, the port 132A of the
access switch 130 can be both a designated port of a VLAN
and the multicast-router interface associated with the mul-
ticast router 110. In this case, the multicast data originated
at the multicast source 140 and destined to the receiver 117
can be sent from the access switch 130 to the multicast
router 110. As a result of the port 132A being made the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110, the multicast data is forwarded from the access
switch 130 towards the multicast router 110 via the port
132A (to the port 122A of the distribution switch 120).
Consequently, the multicast data is forwarded at the access
switch 130 via the designated port in the VLAN, where the
multicast router 160 is the root bridge of the VLAN.

Similarly, the port 134A of the access switch 130 can be
both a root port of the VLAN and the multicast-router
interface associated with the multicast router 160. In this
case, the multicast data originated at the multicast source
140 and destined to the receiver 167 can be sent from the
access switch 130 to the multicast router 160. As a result of
the port 134A being made the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 160, the multicast data
is forwarded from the access switch 130 towards the mul-
ticast router 160 via the port 134A (to the port 154A of the
distribution switch 150). Consequently, the multicast data is
forwarded at the access switch 130 via the root port in the
VLAN, where the multicast router 160 is the root bridge of
the VLAN.

In some embodiments, a topology of a switched network
can be changed due to various reasons such as, for example,
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an error occurs at a root port or a designated port at an access
switch; a new data path between an access switch and a
destination device becomes active; a new port at an access
switch is activated that has a better cost to a destination
device; a link between two devices is down; and/or the like.
In such embodiments, a spanning tree protocol can be re-run
in the switched network and new root ports and/or desig-
nated ports can be determined after convergence of the STP.
In some embodiments, as a result of the topology change, the
STP may converge differently such that a port that operated
as a multicast-router interface may be dedesignated as the
multicast-router interface. In such embodiments, the multi-
cast-router interface can be re-determined.

For example, the designated port at the access switch 130
with respect to the root bridge of the VLAN (i.e., the
multicast router 160), which also operates as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router 110, can
be changed from the port 132A to the port 132B (which can
be a designated port at the access switch 130 but not a
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110) as a result of an error associated with the port
132A. For another example, after a new data path connect-
ing the port 134B and the distribution switch 170 becomes
active, the port 134B has a better cost (e.g., shorter trans-
mission time, higher throughput, etc.) to the multicast router
160 than the port 134A. As a result, the multicast-router
interface at the access switch 130 associated with the
multicast router 160 can be re-determined.

In some embodiments, in response to an STP conver-
gence, an indication of a topology change can be available
at the access switch that is both STP-enabled and IGMP/
MLD-snooping-enabled. Such an indication of the topology
change can be in the form of, for example, STP TCN or any
other suitable type of message. In some embodiments, the
access switch can be configured to generate the indication of
the topology change based on the portion of the STP
convergence operated at that access switch. In such embodi-
ments, the access switch can be configured to distribute the
indication of the topology change to other devices in the
switched network. In other embodiments, the access switch
can be configured to receive the indication of the topology
change from another device of the switched network based
on where the topology change occurs (e.g., where an active
link has gone down or come up).

For example, the access switch 130 can be configured to
generate an STP TCN, indicating that the designated port at
the access switch 130 with respect to the multicast router
160 (as the root bridge) is changed from the port 132A to the
port 132B. For another example, the access switch 130 can
be configured to receive an STP TCN from the distribution
switch 170, indicating that a link connecting the port 134B
of the access switch 130 with the port 174A of the distri-
bution switch 170 is activated.

As a result of the topology change, an existing data path
from the access switch to the multicast router might be
changed from operable to inoperable, and/or a new data path
from the access switch to the multicast router might be
changed from inoperable to operable. Accordingly, the exist-
ing multicast-router interface at the access switch associated
with the multicast router may not stay the same after the
topology change. Thus, a new multicast-router interface can
be determined at the access switch. For example, as a result
of a topology change in an aggregated Ethernet, a new link
connecting an access switch and a multicast router is added,
which increases the aggregated Ethernet’s bandwidth. Such
a new link can potentially be a better path from the access
switch to the multicast router. Accordingly, a port at the
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access switch associated with the new link can potentially be
the new multicast-router interface at the access switch
associated with the multicast router.

In some embodiments, in response to the indication of the
topology change that is generated or received at the access
switch, followed by local topology convergence at the
access switch, the access switch can be configured to deter-
mine a new multicast-router interface for a multicast router
operatively coupled to the access switch. Specifically, the
access switch can be configured to send a message to the
multicast router via each port from a set of ports of the
access switch. This message can be in any type that requests
the multicast router to return a response to the access switch
in response to receiving this message. In some embodi-
ments, this message can be any type of message used to
proactively probe an IGMP/MLD-enabled VLAN for mul-
ticast routers. In some embodiments, the message can be
sent and/or flooded multiple times (e.g., 2-3 times) such that
the message reaches every device in the topology at least
once based on a complete topology convergence.

In some embodiments, the message can be a group-
specific query to determine the reception state at the multi-
cast router for a particular multicast address. Such a message
can be, for example, an IGMP group-specific query, a MLD
query (e.g., a MLLDV2 (version 2) group-specific query), etc.
For example, the message can be an IGMP group-specific
query with a source IP address (IPv4 address) 0.0.0.0 and a
destination IP address (IPv4 address) 224.0.0.4, 224.0.0.13
or 224.0.0.22. For another example, the message can be a
MLDv2 group-specific query with a source IP address (IPv6
address) 00:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 and a destination IP
address (IPv6 address) FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:4, FF02:0:0:0:0:0:
0:D or FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:16.

In some embodiments, the access switch can be config-
ured to send the message to the multicast router via each port
at the access switch that was previously marked as being
operatively coupled to the multicast router. In some embodi-
ments, the access switch can be configured to send the
message to the multicast router via each port of the access
switch that is in an STP FWD state to the multicast router,
while excluding any STP edge port that is in a designated/
FWD mode (that is, any edge designated forwarding port).
In such embodiments, the state (or mode) of a port can be
determined or updated in the STP convergence. In some
embodiments, for example, an IGMP/MLD-snooping mod-
ule of the access switch can be configured to flood an
IGMP/MLD V2 group-specific query on all STP FWD ports
(excluding STP edge ports in a designated/FWD mode) of
that access switch to probe proactively for any multicast-
router.

For example, in response to generating the STP TCN that
indicates a change in the designated port at the access switch
130 with respect to the multicast router 160 (as the root
bridge), the access switch 130 is configured to flood an
IGMP query (e.g., in this example, send two IGMP queries,
which can be sent substantially simultaneously), with a
source [P address 0.0.0.0 and a destination IP address
224.0.0.4, to query for the multicast routers (e.g., multicast
router 110 and/multicast router 160) via the port 132B and
the port 134 A, respectively, which are both in an STP FWD
state after the port 132A is changed to an STP BLOCK state.
For another example, in response to receiving the STP TCN
that indicates a topology change associated with the distri-
bution switch 170, the access switch 130 is configured to
flood an MLD query (e.g., in this example, send three MLLD
queries, which can be sent substantially simultaneously),
with a source IP address 00:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 and a
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destination IP address FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:4, to query for the
multicast routers (e.g., multicast router 160 and/multicast
router 110) via the port 134B, the port 132A and the port
132B, respectively, which are in an STP FWD state after the
port 134A is in an STP BLOCK state due to 132B changing
to an STP FWD state.

After receiving such a message from a port of the access
switch, the multicast router can be configured to return a
response to that port of the access switch, which can be used
to verify the data path from that port of the access switch to
the multicast router (or equivalently, the multicast router is
reachable from that port of the access switch). The response
returned from the multicast router can be, for example, an
IGMP/MLD report in response to the IGMP/MLD query
received at the multicast router. Furthermore, the response is
sent from the multicast router to the port of the access switch
from which the message (e.g., IGMP/MLD query) was
previously sent. Thus, the access switch can be configured to
determine, based on the response, which port is effectively
coupled to and can be used to send multicast data to the
multicast router.

In response to receiving a response returned from the
multicast router at a port of the access switch, the access
switch can be configured to designate that port as the new
multicast-router interface associated with that multicast
router or refresh a timeout timer if received on a port that is
already a multicast-router interface. Furthermore, if the port
previously designated as the multicast-router interface does
not receive a response (until the most recent STP conver-
gence), the access switch can be configured to dedesignate
the port, which had been designated as the (previous)
multicast-router interface, as the multicast-router interface.
Thus, no more than one port of the access switch would
function as the multicast-router interface associated with the
given multicast router at the same time.

In some embodiments, if the access switch receives a
returned response from the multicast router at a set of more
than one port, the access switch can be configured to select
one from the set of ports, and designate the selected port as
the new multicast-router interface associated with the mul-
ticast router. In some embodiments, the access switch can be
configured to select a port from the set of ports based on, for
example, a timely order of receiving returned responses, a
predetermined priority ranking, or any other suitable criteria.
For example, the access switch can be configured to select
a port that is the last port (i.e., the latest port) to receive a
returned response from the multicast router. For another
example, the access switch can be configured to select a port
that has the highest rank in a predetermined priority ranking
among the set of ports.

In some embodiments, after a port of the access switch is
designated as the new multicast-router interface associated
with the multicast router, the port can be maintained as such
a multicast-router interface for a period of time. For
example, such a period of time can be configured or selected
by, for example, an administrator of the switched network.
In some embodiments, the port can be maintained as the
multicast-router interface until that port is dedesignated as
the multicast-router interface (e.g., due to a topology
change). In all scenarios, as long as the port of the access
switch is maintained as the multicast-router interface asso-
ciated with the multicast router, multicast data traffic sent
from the access switch to the multicast router can be sent
over that port of the access switch.

In some embodiments, if no response to the message is
received at any port of the access switch, the access switch
can assume that no data path connecting the access switch
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with the multicast router is operable. In other words, the
multicast router is no more reachable from the access switch.
In such a scenario, in some embodiments, the access switch
can be configured to maintain the port that has been previ-
ously designated as the multicast-router interface as the
current multicast-router interface. In some other embodi-
ments, the access switch can be configured to dedesignate
the port that has been previously designated as the multicast-
router interface as the multicast-router interface, while des-
ignating no other port as the multicast-router interface. That
is, the role of multicast-router interface associated with the
multicast router is unfilled, until a port is designated as the
new multicast-router interface in the future.

In some embodiments, techniques other than the IGMP/
MLD queries and responses can also be used to verify the
data path from a port of an access switch to a multicast
router. In some embodiments, if a protocol-related message
is received from the multicast router at the port of the access
switch, the access switch can determine that the multicast
router is reachable from that port of the access switch. Such
a protocol-related message can be, for example, an IGMP/
MLD V2 (version 2) report, a PIM-SM (space mode)/DM
(dense mode) packet, a DVMRP (distance vector multicast
routing protocol) packet, or the like.

For example, the access switch 130 receives a signal from
the multicast router 110 at the port 132B, which includes a
response to the IGMP query (e.g., with a source IP address
0.0.0.0 and a destination IP address 224.0.0.4) previously
sent from the port 132B. In response to the signal, the access
switch 130 is configured to designate the port 132B as the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110, meanwhile dedesignate the port 132A as the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110. As a result, multicast data traffic sent from the
access switch 130 to the multicast router 110 is sent over the
port 132B towards the multicast router 110 (i.e., to the port
122B of the distribution switch 120). Thus, by designating
the port 132B as the multicast-router interface based on
receiving the signal, the loss of multicast data can be
reduced. Specifically, the access switch 130 can designate
the port 132B as the multicast-router interface prior to
receiving an indication from a current snooping mechanism
that the port 132B is to be designated as the multicast-router
interface, thus reducing the loss of multicast data.

For another example, at a first time the access switch 130
receives a signal from the multicast router 160 at the port
134B, which includes a response to the MLLD query (e.g.,
with a source IP address 00:00:00:00:00:00:00:00 and a
destination IP address FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:4) previously sent
from the port 134B. At a second time after the first time, the
access switch 130 receives a signal from the multicast router
160 at the port 134 A, which includes a response to the MLLD
query (e.g., with a source IP address 00:00:00:00:00:00:00:
00 and a destination IP address FF02:0:0:0:0:0:0:4) previ-
ously sent from the port 134A. Based on a timely order of
the two received signals, the access switch 130 is configured
to designate the port 134A as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 160, and dedesignate the
port 134B as the multicast-router interface associated with
the multicast router 160. As a result, multicast data traffic
sent from the access switch 130 to the multicast router 160
is sent over the port 134 A towards the multicast router 160
(i.e., to the port 154 A of the distribution switch 170).

FIG. 2 is a system block diagram of an access switch 200,
according to an embodiment. The access switch 200 can be
structurally and functionally similar to the access switch 130
shown and described with respect to FIG. 1. As shown in
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FIG. 2, the access switch 200 includes a processor 260, a
memory 250, line cards 210, 220, and a port 231. The
processor 260 is operatively coupled to the memory 250,
line card 210, line card 220 and port 231. The line card 210
includes ports 211 and 212. The line card 220 includes ports
221 and 222. In some embodiments, line cards 210 and/or
220 can include one or more processors and/or memories. In
some embodiments, a port (e.g., port 211, 212, 221, 222,
231) can be any entity that can actively communicate with
a coupled device or over a network. The port need not
necessarily be a hardware port, but can be a virtual port or
a port defined by software (stored in and/or executed by
hardware).

In some embodiments, an access switch (e.g., the access
switch 130 in FIG. 1, the access switch 200 in FIG. 2) can
be structurally similar to a distribution switch (e.g., the
distribution switch 120, 150, 170 in FIG. 1). In such embodi-
ments, each access switch or distribution switch can be a
switching device configured to redirect data (e.g., data
packets, data cells, etc.) as it flows through that access
switch or distribution switch. Such a switching device can
be, for example, a packet switch, a frame switch, an inte-
grated Ethernet switch, a cell switch and/or the like. In some
embodiments, for example, each access switch or distribu-
tion switch can include multiple ingress ports (e.g., the ports
211, 212) operatively coupled to write interfaces on a
memory buffer (e.g., included in the memory 250), as well
as multiple egress ports (e.g., the ports 221, 222) operatively
coupled to read interfaces on the memory buffer (e.g.,
included in the memory 250). In some embodiments, the
memory buffer can be a shared memory buffer implemented
using on-chip static random access memory (SRAM) to
provide sufficient bandwidth for all ingress ports to write one
incoming data cell (e.g., a portion of a data packet) or data
packet per time period (e.g., one or more clock cycles) and
for all egress ports to read one outgoing data cell or data
packet per time period. Additionally, in some embodiments,
each access switch or distribution switch can operate simi-
larly to a crossbar switch that can be reconfigured in
subsequent each time period.

In some embodiments, the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and
231 can be part of one or more communication interfaces
and/or network interfaces (e.g., a 40 Gigabit (Gb) Ethernet
interface, a 100 Gb Ethernet interface), through which the
access switch 200 can send data (e.g., data flows of data
cells) to and/or receive data from other devices (e.g., a
multicast source, a distribution switch, a multicast router) in
a switched network. The devices that communicate with the
access switch 200 can be directly or operatively coupled to
one or more ports of the access switch 200 using any suitable
connection such as, for example, an optical connection (e.g.,
an optical cable and optical connectors), an electrical con-
nection (e.g., an electrical cable and electrical connectors),
a wireless connection (e.g., a wireless link and wireless
signal transceivers) and/or the like. Similarly stated, in some
embodiments, the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231 can
implement a physical layer using twisted-pair electrical
signaling via electrical cables, or fiber-optic signaling via
fiber-optic cables, or wireless signaling via a wireless link
between two wireless signal transceivers. In some embodi-
ments, some of the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231
implement one physical layer such as twisted-pair electrical
signaling and others of the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231
implement a different physical layer such as fiber-optic
signaling.

Furthermore, the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231 can
allow the access switch 200 to communicate with other
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devices that are coupled to the access switch via one or more
communication protocols (e.g., an Ethernet protocol, a
MPLS protocol, a Fibre Channel protocol, a wireless com-
munication protocol, an Infiniband-related protocol, etc.). In
some embodiments, some of the ports 211, 212, 221, 222
and 231 implement one protocol such as Ethernet and others
of'the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231 implement a different
protocol such as Fibre Channel. Thus, the access switch 200
can be in communication with multiple devices using homo-
geneous or heterogeneous physical layers and/or protocols
via one or more ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and/or 231.

For example, the ports 211 and 212 can be coupled to a
distribution switch (e.g., the distribution switch 120, 150 or
170 in FIG. 1) using electrical connections; the ports 221
and 222 can be coupled to a multicast router (e.g., the
multicast router 110 or 160 in FIG. 1) using optical connec-
tions; and the port 231 can be coupled to a multicast source
(e.g., the multicast source 140 in FIG. 1) using a wireless
connection. In this case, each port 211, 212, 221, 222 or 231
is enabled of transmitting data (e.g., multicast data packets)
with other devices using the appropriate communication
protocol (e.g., an Ethernet protocol, a Fibre Channel proto-
col, a wireless communication protocol) over the corre-
sponding port.

In some embodiments, the memory 250 can be, for
example, a random-access memory (RAM) (e.g., a dynamic
RAM, a static RAM), a flash memory, a removable memory,
and/or so forth. In some embodiments, instructions related to
switching and/or transmitting data through the ports 211,
212, 221, 222 and/or 231 can be stored within and main-
tained at the memory 250, and executed at the processor 260.
In such embodiments, the memory 250 can include, for
example, a process, application, virtual machine, and/or
some other software module (executing in hardware) or a
hardware module configured to manage the ports 211, 212,
221, 222 and 231. For example, configuration information
(e.g., port protocol information, port designation informa-
tion, etc.) and/or forwarding-state information (e.g., port
identifiers, a forwarding table, etc.) associated with one or
more multicast groups (e.g., a multicast source and a set of
multicast receivers) and their associated member ports can
be stored and/or maintained within the memory 250. For
another example, a state and/or status of each device asso-
ciated with the multicast group(s), status of each port
associated with the multicast group(s), and/or any other
related information can be monitored and maintained within
the memory 250.

In some embodiments, the access switch 200 can be used
to couple a device (e.g., a multicast source) to the remaining
portion of the network that hosts the access switch 200 and
the device. For example, a multicast source (e.g., the mul-
ticast source 140 in FIG. 1) can be connected to the port 231
of the access switch 200. Thus, the access switch 200 can
receive multicast data from the multicast source from the
port 231, and then send the multicast data to the appropriate
receivers via, for example, the ports 211, 212, 221 and/or
222. In some embodiments, the access switch 200 can
designate a port of the access switch 200 as a root port or a
designated port with respect to a root bridge by executing,
for example, the STP. In some embodiments, the access
switch 200 can designate a port of the access switch 200 as
a multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
source and a multicast router by executing, for example,
IGMP snooping or MLD snooping. Furthermore, in some
embodiments, the access switch 200 can be configured to
change, modify, update and/or dedesignate the root port, the
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designated port or the multicast-router interface,
described in detail with respect to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method 300 for
determining a multicast-router interface during topology
changes at a network device, according to an embodiment.
The network device performing the method 300 can be any
type of switching device such as, for example, an access
switch or a distribution switch. The network device can be
coupled (directly or operatively) to a multicast source that
can originate multicast data traffic, and a multicast router
that is coupled to an IP domain. The network device, the
multicast source and the multicast router can be included in
a switched network. In some embodiments, the network
device can be configured to switch multicast data received
from the multicast source. If the intended receivers of the
multicast data include one or more devices included in the
IP domain coupled to the multicast router, the network
device can be configured to transmit the multicast data (or a
copy of the multicast data) to the multicast router, which can
then route the multicast data towards the receivers within the
IP domain.

In some embodiments, a memory (e.g., the memory 250
in FIG. 2) within the network device having a set of ports
(e.g., the ports 211, 212, 221, 222 and 231 of the access
switch 200 in FIG. 2) contains a non-transitory processor-
readable medium that stores code representing instructions
to be executed by a processor (e.g., the processor 260 of the
access switch 200 in FIG. 2) of the network device. These
instructions can cause the processor to execute a series of
operations with respect to determining a multicast-router
interface at a network device in case of a topology case, as
described below.

In some embodiments, a loop-free topology can be dis-
covered and/or ensured for the switched network by execut-
ing a network protocol in the switched network, such as the
STP, the RSTP, the VSTP, the MSTP, or the like. For
example, a spanning tree topology can be discovered for the
switched network at the convergence of the network proto-
col, where the spanning tree is rooted at a switch in the [.2
domain (e.g., as a root bridge). As a result, a data path that
connects the multicast source and devices in the IP domain
(or equivalently, the multicast router) and goes through the
network device can be determined.

At 302, a first port of a network device can be designated
as a multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router, where the first port is from the set of ports of the
network device. Specifically, by operating a snooping
mechanism such as IGMP/MLD snooping, the network
device can determine to which port of the network device
data (e.g., multicast data) intended to the multicast router
should be sent, as described above with respect to FIG. 1. If
the data is determined to be sent towards the multicast router
via the first port of the network device based on receiving,
for example, a PIM message from the multicast router at the
first port, the first port can be designated as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router. As a
result, the network device can be configured to forward any
multicast data intended to the multicast router over the first
port of the network device.

In the example of FIG. 1, a spanning tree topology that is
rooted at the multicast router 160 can be discovered and/or
ensured for the network 100 by executing the STP in the
network 100. As a result, a data path connecting the multi-
cast source 140 and the IP domain 165 (i.e., through the
multicast router 160) can be determined, which includes the
port 134A of the access switch 130, the port 154A of the
distribution switch 120, and the link connecting these two
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ports. Thus, the port 134A of the access switch 130 is
designated as the multicast-router interface associated with
the multicast router 160.

Similarly, the port 132A of the access switch 130 can be
designated as the multicast-router interface associated with
the multicast router 110. Such a designation can be made by
operating IGMP/MLD snooping at the access switch 130. As
a result, the access switch 130 can be configured to forward
multicast data, including the multicast data originated at the
multicast source 140 and intended to the receiver 117 or any
other device in the IP domain 115, to the distribution switch
120 via the port 132A of the access switch 130.

At 304, an indication of a topology change can be
generated or received at the network device. Such an indi-
cation can be, for example, an STP TCN. In some embodi-
ments, the topology change can be associated directly with
the first port (as the multicast-router interface) of the net-
work device. In some other embodiments, the topology
change can be associated with any port, device, and/or link
included in the data path that connects the first port (as the
multicast-router interface) of the network device to the
multicast router. In either case, the indication of the topology
change triggered by, for example, the STP TCN can indicate
to the network device that the first port of the network device
may no longer be capable of functioning as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router. In some
embodiments, such an indication of topology change can be
caused by, for example, a malfunction at the first port of the
network device, a broken link in the data path, a failure at a
device directly or operatively coupled to the first port of the
network device, any other type of error in the switched
network, or a combination of the above-mentioned sce-
narios.

In the example of FIG. 1, an indication of a topology
change (e.g., an STP TCN) in the network 100 can be
generated or received at the access switch 130. The topology
change can be associated with the port 134A of the access
switch, or any other device, port, and/or link in the data path
connecting the access switch 130 and the multicast router
160. For example, the indication of the topology change can
be caused by a failure at the port 134 A, the port 154A or the
port 154B. The indication of the topology change can
indicate to the access switch 130 that the port 134A of the
access switch 130 may no longer be capable of functioning
as the multicast-router interface associated with the multi-
cast router 160.

Similarly, in the example of FIG. 1, another indication of
a topology change (e.g., another STP TCN) can be generated
or received at the access switch 130. The topology change
can be associated with the port 132A of the access switch,
or any other device, port, and/or link in the data path
connecting the access switch 130 and the multicast router
110. For example, the indication of the topology change can
be caused by a failure at the port 132A, the port 122A or a
broken link connecting these two ports. The indication of the
topology change can indicate to the access switch 130 that
the port 132A of the access switch 130 may no longer be
capable of functioning as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 110.

At 306, a query can be flooded to one or more of the
multicast routers from the network device. For example, the
query can be sent from the network device to the multicast
router via each port from a set of ports of the network device
that are in an STP FWD state, excluding STP edge ports in
a designated/FWD mode after the local topology converges
in response to receiving the topology change indication. The
query can be used in verifying the reachability of the
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network device to the multicast router. In some embodi-
ments, the query can be any type of query that requests the
multicast router to return a response to the network device
in response to receiving the query. In some embodiments,
such a query can be, for example, an IGMP/MLD V2
group-specific query. In some embodiments, the message
can be sent and/or flooded multiple times (e.g., 2-3 times)
such that the message reaches every device in the topology
at least once based on a complete topology convergence.

In the example of FIG. 1, in response to the indication of
the topology change, the access switch 130 can be config-
ured to flood an IGMP/MLD V2 group-specific query to the
multicast router 160, the multicast router 110 and/or any
other multicast router via all the ports that are in an STP
FWD state including, for example, the ports 132A, 132B,
and 134A. The IGMP/MLD V2 group-specific query sent
from the access switch 130 can be used in verifying the
reachability from the access switch 130 to the multicast
router 160, the multicast router 110 and/or any other mul-
ticast router.

At 308, the network device can determine whether a
response to the query is received from the multicast router
on a second port from the set of ports at the network device,
where the second port can be any port different than the first
port from the set of ports. Such a response can be, for
example, an IGMP/MLD report for the IGMP/MLD V2
group-specific query previously sent from the network
device.

If a response to the query is received from the multicast
router on a second port different than the first port at the
network device, the network device can be configured to
designate the second port as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router, at 310. As a result,
multicast data sent by the multicast source to the multicast
router can be forwarded on the second port at the network
device. Thus, by designating the second port as the multi-
cast-router interface based on receiving the response, the
loss of multicast data can be reduced. Specifically, the
network device can designate the second port as the multi-
cast-router interface prior to receiving an indication from a
current snooping mechanism that the second port is to be
designated as the multicast-router interface, thus reducing
the loss of multicast data.

The network device can then determine if a response was
received on the first port, at 311, irrespective of whether a
response was received on the second port. If a response was
received on the first port, the network device can maintain
the first port as a multicast-router interface, at 314. In some
embodiments, this can be in addition to the network device
designating the second port as a multicast router interface.
Thus, in such embodiments, the network device can include
multiple multicast router interfaces, in some embodiments,
for example, corresponding to a single and/or multiple
multicast routers.

Furthermore, if a response was not received on the first
port, the network device can be configured to dedesignate
the first port as the multicast-router interface associated with
the multicast router, at 312. Thus, in such a situation, the
network device does not send multicast data to the multicast
router via the first port.

If no response to the query is received from the multicast
router on any port (i.e., the network device does not receive
a response on either the first port or the second port), the
network device can be configured to maintain no port as the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
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router, at 312. As a result, multicast data is not transmitted
to the multicast router that was previously associated with
the first port.

In some embodiments, a timeout timer can be used. In
such embodiments, the timeout timer associated with a port
can be initiated and/or refreshed to a predetermined amount
of time when the network node receives a response from the
multicast router on that port. In some embodiments, the
timeout timer can be associated with a snooping mechanism
used by the network node. In some embodiments, for
example, if a response is received on a first port, then the first
port can be maintained as a multicast-router interface and
the timeout timer refreshed to the predetermined amount of
time. If, however, a response is not received on the first port,
the first port can be dedesignated as a multicast router
interface.

In some embodiments, when the domain includes mul-
tiple multicast routers, if responses to the query are received
from the multicast routers on multiple ports at the network
device (e.g., on both the first port and a second port different
than the first port at the network device), the network device
can be configured to refresh a timeout timer on the port that
is already a multicast-router interface associated with a
multicast router, or designate a new port as the multicast-
router interface if the port is already not a multicast-router
interface associated with a multicast router. Also, the net-
work device can be configured to dedesignate the port from
being a multicast-router interface already designated as a
multicast-router interface if no response is received from a
multicast router on that port. In other embodiments, the
network device can be configured to select a port from the
first port and the second port (as described above), and
designate the selected port as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router.

In the example of FIG. 1, the access switch 130 can
determine whether a response to the IGMP/MLD V2 group-
specific query is received from the multicast router 160 at
any port other than the port 134A, which is the current
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 160. If such a response is received at, for example, the
port 134B, the access switch 130 can be configured to
designate the port 134B as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 160. The access switch
130 can then determine whether a response to the IGMP/
MLD V2 group-specific query is received from the multicast
router 160 at the port 134A. If no response is received at the
port 134A, the access switch 130 can dedesignate the port
134A as the multicast-router interface associated with the
multicast router 160. In some embodiments, if no response
is received from the multicast router 160 at any port, the
access switch 130 can be configured to maintain no port as
the multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 160. Additionally, in some embodiments, if responses
are received at both the port 134 A and the port 134B from
the multicast router 160, the access switch 130 can be
configured to select one from the two ports and designate (or
maintain) the selected port as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 160. In some embodi-
ments, the last port to receive the response can be designated
(or maintained) as the multicast-router interface associated
with the multicast router 160.

Similarly, the access switch 130 can determine whether a
response to the IGMP/MLD V2 group-specific query is
received from the multicast router 110 at any port other than
the port 132 A, which is the current multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 110. If such a response
is received at, for example, the port 132B, the access switch
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130 can be configured to designate the port 132B as the
multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110. The access switch 130 can then determine
whether a response to the IGMP/MLD V2 group-specific
query is received from the multicast router 110 at the port
132A. If no response is received at the port 132A, the access
switch 130 can dedesignate the port 132A as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router 110. In
some embodiments, if no response is received from the
multicast router 110 at any port other than the port 132A, the
access switch 130 can be configured to maintain no port as
the multicast-router interface associated with the multicast
router 110. Additionally, in some embodiments, if responses
are received at both the port 132A and the port 132B from
the multicast router 110, the access switch 130 can be
configured to select one from the two ports and designate (or
maintain) the selected port as the multicast-router interface
associated with the multicast router 110. In some embodi-
ments, the last port to receive the response can be designated
(or maintained) as the multicast-router interface associated
with the multicast router 110.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method 400 for
changing the data path for forwarding multicast data in
response to a topology change in a network, according to an
embodiment. The method 400 can be performed at, for
example, an access switch similar to the access switch 130
or the access switch 200 shown and described with respect
to FIGS. 1-2. Such an access switch can be coupled (directly
or operatively) to a multicast source that can originate
multicast data traffic, and a multicast router that is coupled
to an IP domain. The access switch, the multicast source and
the multicast router can be included in a network similar to
the network 100 in FIG. 1.

At 402, the access switch can be configured to receive a
data packet from the multicast source during a first time
period. The data packet can be included in multicast data
destined to devices in the IP domain. Thus, the data packet
can be sent to the multicast router such that the data packet
can be forwarded by the multicast router to devices in the [P
domain.

At 404, the access switch can be configured to send the
data packet to the multicast router during the first time
period via a data path including a first port from a set of ports
of the access switch. Such a data path connects the first port
of the access switch with the multicast router (directly or
indirectly). The first port is designated as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router at the
access switch.

At 406, the access switch can be configured to send a
message to the multicast router via each port from the set of
ports in response to an indication of a change in a topology
of the network after the first time period and before a second
time period followed by local topology convergence. Such
an indication of the topology change can be, for example, an
STP TCN. In some embodiments, the access switch can be
configured to generate the indication of the topology change
if the topology change occurs at, for example, a port or a link
associated with the access switch. In such embodiments, the
access switch can be configured to distribute the indication
of the topology change to other devices in the network. In
other embodiments, the access switch can be configured to
receive the indication of the topology change from another
device that is associated with the topology change. Further-
more, in response to generating or receiving the indication
of the topology change, the access switch can be configured
to flood a message to the multicast router via each port from
the set of ports. In some embodiments, the message can be
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sent and/or flooded multiple times (e.g., 2-3 times) such that
the message reaches every device in the topology at least
once based on a complete topology convergence. Such a
message can be, for example, an IGMP query or a MLLD
query. In some embodiments, each port from the set of ports
is in an STP FWD state and is not an STP edge port in a
designated/FWD mode.

At 408, the access switch can be configured to receive, via
a second port from the set of ports and in response to the
message, a signal from the multicast router before the
second time period. The second port is different than the first
port from the set of ports. The signal can be, for example, an
IGMP/MLD report in response to the IGMP/MLD query
previously sent from the second port to the multicast router.
As a result of receiving the signal via the second port, the
access switch can be configured to designate the second port
as the multicast-router interface associated with the multi-
cast router and dedesigante the first port as the multicast-
router interface associated with the multicast router. Thus,
by designating the second port as the multicast-router inter-
face based on receiving the response, the loss of multicast
data can be reduced. Specifically, the network device can
designate the second port as the multicast-router interface
prior to receiving an indication from a current snooping
mechanism that the second port is to be designated as the
multicast-router interface, thus reducing the loss of multicast
data.

At 410, the access switch can be configured to receive,
from the multicast source, a data packet during the second
time period. Similar to the data packet received during the
first time period (at 402), the second data packet can be
included in multicast data destined to devices in the IP
domain. Thus, the second data packet also can be sent to the
multicast router such that the second data packet can be
forwarded by the multicast router to devices in the IP
domain.

Because the multicast-router interface associated with the
multicast router was changed from the first port to the
second port (at 408), the access switch can be configured to
send the second data packet to the multicast router during the
second time period via a data path including the second port
from the set of ports, at 412. Specifically, the access switch
can be configured to send the second data packet to the
multicast router during the second time period via the
second port.

Some embodiments described herein relate to a computer
storage product with a non-transitory computer-readable
medium (also can be referred to as a non-transitory proces-
sor-readable medium) having instructions or computer code
thereon for performing various computer-implemented
operations. The computer-readable medium (or processor-
readable medium) is non-transitory in the sense that it does
not include transitory propagating signals per se (e.g., a
propagating electromagnetic wave carrying information on a
transmission medium such as space or a cable). The media
and computer code (also can be referred to as code) may be
those designed and constructed for the specific purpose or
purposes. Examples of non-transitory computer-readable
media include, but are not limited to: magnetic storage
media such as hard disks, floppy disks, and magnetic tape;
optical storage media such as Compact Disc/Digital Video
Discs (CD/DVDs), Compact Disc-Read Only Memories
(CD-ROMs), and holographic devices; magneto-optical
storage media such as optical disks; carrier wave signal
processing modules; and hardware devices that are specially
configured to store and execute program code, such as
Application-Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Program-
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mable Logic Devices (PLDs), Read-Only Memory (ROM)
and Random-Access Memory (RAM) devices. Other
embodiments described herein relate to a computer program
product, which can include, for example, the instructions
and/or computer code discussed herein.

Examples of computer code include, but are not limited
to, micro-code or micro-instructions, machine instructions,
such as produced by a compiler, code used to produce a web
service, and files containing higher-level instructions that
are executed by a computer using an interpreter. For
example, embodiments may be implemented using Java,
C++, or other programming languages (e.g., object-oriented
programming languages) and development tools. Additional
examples of computer code include, but are not limited to,
control signals, encrypted code, and compressed code.

While various embodiments have been described above,
it should be understood that they have been presented by
way of example only, not limitation, and various changes in
form and details may be made. Any portion of the apparatus
and/or methods described herein may be combined in any
combination, except mutually exclusive combinations. The
embodiments described herein can include various combi-
nations and/or sub-combinations of the functions, compo-
nents and/or features of the different embodiments
described.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

an access switch having a set of ports, the access switch

configured to be operatively coupled to a multicast
router via a data path including a first port from the set
of ports, the access switch configured to be associated
with a network associated with the multicast router, the
access switch configured to designate the first port as a
multicast-router interface,

the access switch configured to send a message to the

multicast router via each port from the set of ports in
response to an indication of a change in a topology of
the network, the access switch configured to de-desig-
nate the first port as the multicast-router interface and
to not designate the second port as the multicast-router
interface in the absence of a signal from the multicast
router being received at the first port and the second
port in response to the message.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the message is an
Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP) group-spe-
cific query.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the message is a
Multicast Listener Discovery (MLD) query.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access switch is
configured to receive the indication of the change in the
topology in response to at least one of an active Spanning
Tree Protocol (STP) port failing or a new active STP port
being activated.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access switch is
configured to send the message to the multicast router via
each port from the set of ports based on each port from the
set of ports being in a Spanning Tree Protocol (STP) forward
(FWD) state.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access switch is
configured to receive the indication of the change in the
topology of the network prior to sending the message.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access switch is
configured to generate the indication of the change in the
topology of the network prior to sending the message.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the access switch is
configured to be associated with a network including a
plurality of network nodes, the access switch is configured
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to send a plurality of instances of the message such that each
network node from the plurality of network nodes receives
an instance of the message.

9. A method, comprising:

receiving, at a first multicast-router interface of an access

switch, an indication of a change in a network topol-
ogy;

sending, from each of a plurality of ports associated with

the access switch, a message to a multicast router in
response to receiving the indication of the change in the
network topology;

de-designating the first multicast-router interface of the

access switch in response to receiving the indication of
the change in the network topology;

designating a port from the plurality of ports as a second

multicast-router interface when that port receives a
response to the message; and

determining not to designate that port as a second multi-

cast-router interface in the absence of a response to the
message being received at that port.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the change in the
network topology is associated with an error at the port.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the indication of the
change in the network topology is a Spanning Tree Protocol
(STP) Topology Change Notification (TCN).

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the message is an
Internet Group Management Protocol (IGMP) group-spe-
cific query.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the message is a
Multicast Listener Discovery (MLD) query.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the access switch is
configured to generate the indication of the change in the
network topology prior to sending the message.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the access switch is
configured to be associated with a network including a
plurality of network nodes, the access switch is configured
to send a plurality of instances of the message such that each
network node from the plurality of network nodes receives
an instance of the message from the plurality of instances.

16. A non-transitory processor-readable medium storing
code representing instructions to be executed by a processor,
the code comprising code to cause the processor to:

receive an indication of a change in a network topology;

send, from each of a plurality of ports associated with an
access switch, a message to a multicast router in
response to receiving the indication of the change in the
network topology;

de-designate a first multicast-router interface of the access

switch in response to receiving the indication of the
change in the network topology;

designate a port from the plurality of ports as a second

multicast-router interface when that port receives a
response to the message; and

determine not to designate that port as a second multicast-

router interface in the absence of a response to the
message being received at that port.

17. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein the change in the network topology is
associated with an error at the port.

18. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein the indication of the change in the
network topology is a Spanning Tree Protocol (STP) Topol-
ogy Change Notification (TCN).

19. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein the access switch is configured to generate
the indication of the change in the network topology prior to
sending the message.
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20. The non-transitory processor-readable medium of
claim 16, wherein the access switch is configured to be
associated with a network including a plurality of network
nodes, the access switch is configured to send a plurality of
instances of the message such that each network node from
the plurality of network nodes receives an instance of the
message from the plurality of instances.
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